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3 QOctober 2005

Plant importers, landscaping firms, property management companies, horticultural

organizations and related trade associations in Hong Kong
Dear Sir / Madam,
Pests on Erythrina species (Coral Trees) — Erythrina Gall Wasp

The Mainland Government has recently informed the HKSAR Government that
a new plant pest, Erythrina Gall Wasp (Quadrastichus erythrinae Kim), is found in
Shenzhen. The insect induces galls on leaves and shoots and severe infestation would
cause curling of young shoots, defoliation and even death of the Erythrina species
(Coral Trees). It is an important pest of Erythrina species and has caused damage to
Coral Trees in Mauritius, Reunion, Hawaii of the United States of America, Singapore
and Taiwan. To prevent introduction and spread of the pest, China has immediately
carried out measures including listing Erythrina Gall Wasp as a quarantine pest and
stepping up quarantine inspection on Erythrina species for both import and export.

S Details about the Erythrina Gall Wasp can be found in the enclosed fact sheet.

Under the Plant (Importation and Pest Control) Ordinance, Cap. 207 of the Laws
of Hong Kong, this department may direct any person who is the owner or in possession
or custody of any plant infested with plant pest to surrender the plant, destroy the plant
pest or take action to prevent its spread. To prevent the spread of the Erythrina Gall
Wasp in Hong Kong and to avoid from suffering any economic loss, you are requested

to take the following actions:
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Erythrina species already planted in Hong Kong

1. Check if the Erythrina species under your custody are infested with
Erythrina Gall Wasp.

2. Monitor the pest status through regular inspection on Erythrina species.

3. Inform this department by phone at 2150 7000 should you detect signs of
infestation or the pest.

- 4. If leaves, young shoots, stems or other parts infested with the pest are

removed from the plant, wrap the removed parts and burn them properly.

5. Never remove the infested plants or their parts from the site unless prior
consent from this department is sought and proper disposal procedures are
followed.

Importation of Erythrina species

1. Pay attention when importing Erythrina species into Hong Kong,
particularly from regions / countries where the Erythrina Gall Wasp is
known to occur. (Please read the section on “Distribution” in the fact
sheet.)

2. Request the exporter to conduct thorough check for the presence of pest
and apply pesticides treatment where appropriate before shipment.

3.  Conduct careful inspection for Erythrina Gall Wasp on every Erythrina
species on arrival. Consult this department in advance when required and
inform us immediately of signs of infestation or pests detected so that we

may exert control in time.

Please help pass this message to your plant suppliers, business partners or fellow

members. Do not hesitate to call us at 2150 7000 if you have any queries.

Yours faithfully,

Edward JLOK)

for Director of Agrictlture, Fisheries and Conservation

T
=
o

:



1 ] 4 /) d Erythrina Gall Wasp Quadrastichus erythrinae Kim
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An important pest of Erythrina species and is listed as a quarantine pest in China.
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Ornamental plants including Erythrina variegata L. (Coral Tree), Erythrina variegata var. orientalis (L.) Merr., Erythrina
corallodendron L. (Coralbean Tree), Erythrina cristagalli L. (Cockspur Coral Tree), Erythrina abyssinica Lam., and Erythrina

berteroana Urban.
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Mauritius, Reunion, Hawaii of the United States of America, Singapore and Taiwan.
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The pest causes obvious swellings and gall formation on the leaves, petioles, young shoots and stems. Apart from insecticides like
Malathion (2P125), systemic insecticides like Dimethoate (2P84) could also be used for effective elimination of the pest in leaf
galls. When applying insecticides, pay attention to avoid phytotoxicity and follow the pesticide label instructions to safeguard the
environment and the health of human and animals. Besides using pesticides, proper pruning and elimination of infested twigs and
leaves are required. Infested parts so removed should be wrapped, burnt or disposed of properly. Good field sanitation and

intercropping of non-hosts are also instrumental to an effective control.
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Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon.

[&E55] Telephone : 2150 7000 [## ] Email : plantlic@afcd.gov.hk
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Morphology, life history and symptoms
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The erythrina gall wasp has a length of 1.0-1.6 mm. Female wasp is larger, dark
yellowish brown in colour with markings on the body, while male wasp is white to
pale yellow in colour. The wasp has a short life-time, comprising of several
overlapping generations within a year.
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Leaves, petioles, young shoots and stems are mostly affected. Obvious swelling and gall formation will be seen on infested tissue ( see photos
below ). Severe infestation causes curling of the leaves and young shoots, defoliation and even death of the tree.

SEE KR A AR A £ B HF A AT
Infested leaves with gall formation Infested shoot with gall formation =~

bl ISP BEE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department



